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Supporting ASEANstats

Facilitating Regional Integration

ASEANstats brings together the statistical services of
the ASEAN secretariat and serves as a catalyst in the
harmonisation process. ASEANstats capitalises on the
Programme’s input to enable the production,
compilation and dissemination of higher quality data in
three of ﬁve statistical ﬁelds: in the international trade
in goods and in services, and in foreign direct
investment. EASCAB also supports ASEANstats in
managing the harmonisation process and developing a
strategy for the ASEAN statistical system.

The sixth and ﬁnal result of EASCAB is to make
statistical data from the European Union and the
ASEAN member states more comparable. This allows
analysts in both the EU and ASEAN business
communities to more precisely analyse opportunities
for enhanced cooperation. Study visits to Europe
foster an exchange of experience and create networks
for healthier international cooperation.
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Result 4

Developing Relevant Statistical Products
The Programme makes statistical products available
that facilitate data dissemination and promote the use
of international trade statistics for goods and services,
and foreign direct investment in ASEAN economic
integration policies and programmes.
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Result 5

Building an Interactive Regional Database
The Programme is building an interactive regional
database to allow the rapid exchange of information
across ASEAN. The goal is to have the database
operational for international trade statistics for goods
as well as for other relevant ﬁelds by January 2013.

The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who
have decided to gradually link together their know-how,
resources and destinies. Together, during a period of
enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability,
democracy, and sustainable development whilst maintaining
cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The
European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and
values with other countries and peoples.

National, regional and international harmonisation of
the ASEAN statistical system is a challenging task for
EASCAB and its partners.
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Statistics - Key Instrument
for Regional Integration
The declaration on the ASEAN Economic Community
Blueprint signed by ASEAN leaders in 2007 called for the
transformation of ASEAN into a stable, prosperous, and highly
competitive region with equitable economic development,
and reduced poverty and socio-economic disparities.
Achieving these goals requires, among others, the availability
of high quality statistical information on the production and
movement of goods and services, as well as on the stocks and
ﬂows of investment, capital and labour within the region, and
between the region and the rest of the world. Statistics are,
thus, a key instrument for the monitoring of the regional
economic process and in positioning the region in the world
economy. Statistical cooperation in ASEAN is implemented
mainly through the ASEAN Heads of Statistical Oﬃces
Meeting (established in 1997), and provides the necessary
framework for the development and sharing of statistics in
support of the ASEAN Community.
The EU-ASEAN Statistical Capacity Building Programme
(EASCAB, or Programme) started in February 2009. The
Programme’s team of experts is based at the ASEAN
Secretariat in Jakarta and works in close consultation and
cooperation with ASEANstats, the statistical service of the
ASEAN Secretariat. Running for four years, EASCAB aims to
provide support to regional economic integration by helping
ASEAN make available relevant, timely and accurate statistical
information for use in planning, policy formulation,
monitoring of progress and decision-making. The Programme
analyses the information needs of users and gaps in the
available data, and identiﬁes challenges in the
implementation of statistical frameworks. The Programme is
aligned with the objectives of, and fully supports, initiatives
towards a strategy for the development of ASEAN-wide
statistics.
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Leveraging the Quality of Statistics
EASCAB assists the ASEAN Secretariat in direct cooperation
with ASEANstats to further leverage the quality of statistical
services in the association. It provides support in areas such
as foreign direct investment, the international trade in goods
and in services, as well as in other statistical ﬁelds such as
those linked to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Creating more comparable oﬃcial statistical data among
ASEAN member states and making them available to users
are the primary goals of EASCAB. The ASEAN Secretariat and

the ASEAN National Statistical Systems beneﬁt from training
courses, technical assistance, and services from both
international and regional statistics experts.
Study visits in Europe enable an exchange of experience with
Eurostat (the statistical oﬃce of the European Commission)
and statistical oﬃces of EU Member States. Additionally, the
Programme helps and invests special assistance to the ten
ASEAN member states with particular emphasis on lesser
developed countries.
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The EASCAB Programme’s mandate is tailored to achieve
six main result

Result 1

Facilitating the Harmonisation Process
The Programme enables the ASEAN Secretariat to initiate
and coordinate the harmonisation process in the selected
ﬁelds of statistics among the ASEAN member states.
Together with ASEANstats, EASCAB has developed
guidelines that provide a step by step procedure for
harmonising statistics that can be replicated in many
diﬀerent ﬁelds. The process has already started in the
ﬁelds of foreign direct investment and the trade in goods.
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Result 2

Component 4

Support in Information Technology Interactive Regional Database

Component 3

Strenghten the Capacity of ASEAN Member States with special focus on less developed member states
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Strengthen the Capacity of ASEANstats
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Strengthen the Capacity of the ASEAN Secretariat for coordinating the harmonisation process
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Four layers of EASCAB Programme activities stretch across 5 statistical ﬁelds. Additionally the Programme will help in designing a strategy for the
development of the ASEAN statistical system and invest in training measures and information technology.

The ten National Statistical Oﬃces (NSOs) and other
relevant agencies or authorities deal with gathering,
processing and disseminating data. The training and
technical assistance provided through the Programme
empowers them as statistical institutions and helps them
improve the quality of their data to match international
standards and best practice.

